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Mention beach vacations to

anyone and chances are the

By | Por Laura Jenkins

conversation will eventually

lead to sandcastles.

It's the quintessential seaside pastime and an
increasingly popular expression of art, one
that's spawned competitions and exhibits on
beaches around the globe. One such event
that's seen substantial growth is the Texas
Sandfest, held annually in Port Aransas,
Texas. Started 18 years ago as a"play on the
beach day” for children, the Texas Sandfest
has become a three-day annual event that
attracts tens of thousands of people.

Texas Sandfest, held April 26-28, hosts
up to a dozen individuals who compete at
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Al mencionarle a cualquier unas vacaciones en
la playa, es muy probable que la conversacion
derive hacia los castillos de arena. Es el
pasatiempo playero por antonomasia y una
expresion artistica cada vez mas popular, que
convoca competencias y muestras en todas
partes del mundo. Uno de esos eventos que
ha crecido sustancialmente es Texas Sandfest,
realizado todos los afios en Port Aransas, Texas.
Comenzd hace 18 afios como “un dia de juegos
en la playa” para nifios y se ha convertido en un
acontecimiento que retine a miles de personas
cada afio.

A realizarse del 26 al 28 de abril, el
Texas Sandfest convoca a una docena de
personas que compiten a nivel profesional
y a un pufiado de equipos profesionales de
parejas (la division profesional es solamente
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Sand sculpting
competitions are
popular throughout
the world, with some
of the larger events
happening in Indonesia,
Portugal, Germany and
throughout the

United States.

- How To Get There

American Airlines serves Corpus
Christi with daily service from
Dallas/Fort Worth. Visit aa.com.

Coémo llegar
American Airlines tiene vuelos diarios
a Corpus Christi desde Dallas/Fort

Worth. Consulte aa.com.
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the professional level, as well as a handful of
pro duo teams (the professional division is by
invitation only). Entrants have approximately
two days to complete their creations before
judging commences, with the winners
automatically qualifying for the World
Championship of Sand Sculpting. In addition
to the professional division, the Texas
Sandfest also hosts an amateur competition
that's open to any individual or team that
wishes to enter.

While sand sculpting is simply an
enjoyable pastime for many participants,
competing at the amateur level often turns
hobby sculptors into pros. Jon and Kristie
Woodworth were building castles on the
beach one day when someone came by
and told them about the Texas Sandfest.
They entered the amateur competition
in 2000 and by 2006 Jon had moved up
to the Masters level. He currently travels
internationally to participate in competitions
and to craft sculptures for corporate and
special events.

Sandfest  participants  are
encouraged to keep sculptures somewhat

Texas

Grated to maintain a family-friendly
atmosphere. Past entries include a sculpture
of dogs playing poker, various musical
and religious icons and a host of elaborate
castles and magnificent mermaids. Jon
Woodworth'’s first solo entry paid tribute to
Spy vs. Spy, a wordless comic strip published
by MAD magazine.

Not interested in competing, but would
love to get your hands sandy? There are
several options for would-be sand artists.
Novice sculptors can participate in a
number of demos and lessons offered by
seasoned professionals. Even those who
just wish to observe the creativity have
plenty of opportunities for fun. Not only
can attendees browse the handiwork of
competitors, they can also listen to live
music, sample an assortment of foods and
survey the wares of a wide variety of vendors.
texassandfest.com

por invitacién). Los concursantes tienen
casi dos dias para terminar sus creaciones
antes de que comience la deliberacién del
jurado, y los ganadores automdaticamente
califican para el Campeonato Mundial de
Esculpido de Arena. Ademas de la division
profesional, Texas Sandfest también lleva a
cabo una competencia de aficionados abierta
aindividuos o equipos que quieran participar.

Aunque el esculpido de arena es un
pasatiempo sencillo y agradable para
muchos participantes, competir a nivel
amateur en ocasiones convierte a simples
aficionados en escultores profesionales.
Jon y Kristie Woodworth estaban un dia
haciendo un castillo de arena en la playa
cuando alguien se les acercé y les hablod
del Texas Sandfest. Se inscribieron en la
competencia para amateurs en 2000 y en el
2006 ya habian avanzado al nivel Master. Jon
ahora viaja para participar en competencias
internacionales y para hacer esculturas para
eventos especiales y corporativos.

A los participantes del Texas Sandfest se
les anima a hacer sus esculturas aptas para
todo publico para mantener un ambiente
familiar. En ocasiones anteriores se han
realizado esculturas de perros jugando
poquer, de figuras de la musica o la religién,
intrincados castillos y magnificas sirenas.
La primera participaciéon individual de Jon
Woodworth fue un homenaje a Spy vs. Spy,
una historieta publicada por MAD.

Si no estd interesado en participar, pero le
encantaria llenarse las manos de arena, hay
varias alternativas para artistas aspirantes.
Los escultores noveles pueden participar
en demostraciones y clases ofrecidas por
profesionales  experimentados.  Incluso
aquellos que solamente desean contemplar
la creatividad tienen muchas oportunidades
de divertirse. No solamente se puede
curiosear el trabajo de los competidores,
sino también escuchar musica en vivo,
probar una amplia variedad de comidas y ver
las mercancias de numerosos venderores.

texassandfest.com
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